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An English version of the Dutch pamphlet is
made necessary by the astounding lack of
lmowledge and indifference about Germany
and the German people among our Canadian,
English and American allies. We learn that
a great many of the conquerors fraternise with
the vanquished. —~ men and women —; it seems
that they do not know anything about the un-
speakable German atrocities; they behave to-
wards the German people as they would after
a foothall match. They make a distinction
between the Nazi's and the great majority of the
German people. This is so great an error, that,
if it were genera]ly accepted. a third all-destroy—
ing war would be inevitable within twentyfive
years. | his pamph[et attempts to change the
opinion of millions of English speaking people
by making clear that the future of humanity
and civilisation —~ so far as human power
reaches — depends upon making it absolutely
impossib[e for Germany to make war again.

ghose who have to decide the future status

of Germany after the war, will have to frame
every measure to serve one single purpose —
to avoid any further outbreak of war. It is not
necessary to enter into an academic discussion
as to whether war is an essential element of
international relations. The vital point is to
create conditions under which war will be as
unlikely as possible. Considerations of internal
pofil'ics or economic interests must be strictly
subordinated to this one point. If such con-
siderations lead towards the great goal, so much
the better.

An ultimate annexation of German territory by
Holland must be regarded from this point of
view. The question is, therefore, whether an
enlargement of the territory of our country will
tend to insure the peace of Europe.

The possibility of answering this question de-
pends upon one condition, namely that we
recognise Germany as the only possib]e disturb-
er of peace in the near future, just as it was
the instigator of this war in the past. We need
not enter into the motives which stirred up

3



Germany; Hitler has told us more than often
enough what these were during the months and
years, when Germany had it all its own way.
No one need doubt that the same, or new
grounds will be found if Germany should be
allowed the chance to recover sufficiently from
its defeat. We can form some idea of what the
fate of the world would then be. The possibility
of a war in Europe emanating from another
source it is unnecessary to calculate at present,
if ever, in my opinion. Even important social-
political readjustments in the West, which un-
doubtedly will take place, do not mean war.

To restrain Germany from her pugnatious ten-
dencies, two means may be employec[: in the
first place we may try to make the German
people understand not only that a war is not
necessary, but that on the contrary it is very
undesirable; in the second place Germany may
be brought into such a condition that waging
war is impossible to her.

The first aim would be served By the re-educa-
tion of the German people so often spoken of.
It is beyond question that the German is at
bottom militarist in heart and soul. It may be
doubted whether this quality belongs to him as
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a hereditary race characteristic or is a con-
sequence of education on thelines of dominaﬁng
German ethics. It is hardly necessary to discuss
the question of racial characteristics, because
the German people in no way constitutes a
race, perhaps less than anyone of the West-
European peoples.

Nevertheless is has definite characteristics like
any other people. By far the best of these is its
musical genius. If Germany ever had to defend
its right to a place in civilisation it would be
on this ground far more than anything else —
including all its "Dichten und Denken” — that
its claims should be laid. This great musical gift
is centuries old; it is impossible to create fertile
musical talent ]:)y ec[ucation. or even to teach
true musica[ity. so that a certain amount of an
inherited turn for music certainly must be ac-
ceded to a large part of the German people,
althougﬁ the encouragement in this direction,
neg]ectecl elsewhere, is not without impor-
tance. This is not connected with the Germanic
race taken as a whole:; England is one of the
least musical nations of Westem~Europe, while
Italy is one of the most. Just as German music-
ality has had its very great effect upon German
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musical practice, so it seems to be with the
influence of military Prussia upon the rest of
Germany. To this must be added the prepon-
derating political importance of Prussia as a
most favourable factor.

Waging war and playing music, generating
war and creating music, lie far from one an-
other in the human spirit. Proselytes in the one
field are won by an appeal to and the stimula-
tion of the noblests gifts of humanity; sup-
porters in the other field can only be secured
by argument, compulsion. catch-words — devi-
ces right or wrong — at all events without bring-
ing to life any latent gi[ts.

But one condition is essential: the mass that
is to be worked upon must be docile. Here, in
my opinion, lies the key to the solution of the
problem. In 1914 the whole social-democratic
party was docile, in 1939 all Germany, Nazi
or anti-Nazi, everyone — even those who three
years later pretendecl to regret it —~ app[au&ed
the treacherous attack upon Holland. They all
believed what was written or told to them in
1914—~1918, all accepted without criticism,
Hitler's and Goebbels' prophesies and dictums,
and t['ley continued to accept them Iong after
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they had been carried l:eyonc] reason or app]ic-
ability. Those who did not were killed or sent
to concentration camps.

This blind and tacit docility?) of the German
is a different thing to the suggesﬁbility of the
mass, which is found or may occur anywhere,
and is directly connected with the emotionality.
In a sense emoﬁonality is inherent in German
clocility: but the succession of solicitation and
obedience is to a great extent a kind of short-
circuit; neither emotion nor persuasion are
causa“y active. Blind docility does not on[y
apply to military matters. It is the keynote of
German education in the family, at school and
in society, and the grave danger is, that the
German accomodates himself to any system,

1) | take their well known insolence towards inferiors
to be a compensating trait rather than the reverse,
although in the Prussians we feel inclined to regard
the insolence as primary. Outside Prussia sentimental-
ism is probably a widespread fundamental trait,
which is compensated by uncouth cruelty. It is im-
possible to write a detailed psychology of a people:
to describe the German from data which this war
has furnished would require a more extensive range
of terms expressing caddish brutality, than our
language contains.



however much he might be at variance with
it, if he were left free. This it is that constitutes
the danger of a greater Germany in the heart
of Europe, which — rightly or wrongly —~ feels
itself to be threatened, seeks a way of escape
and at the instigation of a pugnatious govern-
ment looks to war as the appropriate means of
attaining its end.

There is no doubt whatever that this country,
if it can acquire the means, will storm the world
for the third time. It is incumbent upon us, in
the interests of our descendants to endeavour
to avert this calamity. Would a re-education,
which would eleminate the lust for war in the
dominant classes and the blind obedience of
the masses, be the best way to do it?

In any case it would be absolute]y essential to
make all those who were concerned in the
Hitler régime, from the Hitlerjugend up to the
leaders, all male and female, completely in-
nocuous to the European social system. They
should not be allowed to propagate, even if they
were deported to equatorial Alrica or any other
remote region. On no account should they be
treated with the same cruelty as they have
meeted out to us and hundreds of thousands of
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others. This would give to the re-educators a
people, which perhaps after 50 or 60 years
might be admitted into a community of nations
living in accordance with human dignity. But
is it possﬂ)le to believe in any plan of re-educa-
tion being carried through consistently by Ger-
many's enemies? One of the privileges of the
democratic peoples is the room for change of
opinion in their successive governments. More-
over in such a length of time what may not
happen in international politics that might
destroy the whole re-educational scheme? Even
the obvious ban on every kind of anns—produc-
tion might sooner or later be evaded. If we are
to have security the means applied must be
more drastic, the great purpose warrants is. A
unified Germany in the heart of Europa is too
great, too powerful and too dangerous. To split
it up into its earlier components of larger and
smaller German states is naturally and historic-
a[ly unattainable. Moreover the small units
inspired by the spirit of "Deutschtum” would
always strive for re-union; supervision in this
respect would be impossil)le however good re-
education might be. The on[y solution is a
reduction of Germany; it is the duty of the
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neighbouring countries to carry out this reduc-
tion in the best and most reasonable manner.
Therefore upon Holland rests the unavoidable
c[uty of he[ping in the process to the best of her
ability. That the annexation of some 10 or 20
thousand square K.M. of German territory
would at the same time form a compensation
for the losses she has suffered at the hands of
the Germans in land and every kind of pros-
perity is certainly not without its importance.
An "irredenta” is a horrible stumbling block,
therefore the inhabitants of the soil to be an-
nexed should be evacuated to the east. Emo-
tional reasons for protesting against this should
not be given too much weight after what we
and others have been subjected to by the Ger-
mans. The measure should be appliecl without
the cme[ty with which it was carried out against
us. But happen it must: however much a West-
plmlian peasant may resemble a Dutch farmer
from Twente or the Achterhoek, he is a German
born and bred.

The problem of where the 5 million or so de-
portec[ Germans would be absorbed is not in-
solvable, even if this figure, (which is probably
too high) were to be increased l)y the popula—
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tion to be settled from the east, for far more
Germans (more than 7 million at the
end of 1944) have been killed in the war; an
unknown number of opponents of the régime
and Jews have been slaughtered, moreover at
least 12 million prisoners of war and foreign
forced labourers were “fed” in Germany for
a long time during the war. Finally the reduc-
tion of population by the condemnation of war
criminals counts for something, and even more
the masses of incorrigi]:)[es who will have to be
deported altogether, whose numbers run into
millions (and who will not be counted as war-
criminals so as to avoid too greal mass-execu-
tions).

The argument that Holland has no need of an
increase of territory for its growing population
does not seem to me convincing. Why have we
degraded our precious Zuiderzee to a mere
lake, if it was not to gain more ground for
agriculture and cattle breeding? Within mea-
surable time we shall have further need of
more arable land. If the suggested amount
seems at first rather Iarge. the charming West-
phalian landscape, where forestry should be
stimulated, would be a valable acquisition as
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recreation grounc[ at the same time. The uni-
versally felt s}lortage of agricultural soil in
Holland, where families can settle, is suf ficiently
urgent to insure the opportunities offered east-
wards Leing eagerly accepted. The obiech'on
that the land to be had has been rendered
unfit for immediate proper cultivation }:)y the
military operations is — even if it is true — of
little and certainly only temporary importance.
Naturally our argument assumes that Belgium
on the same principle would move its frontiers
eastwards, thus acquiring an important indus-
trial territory. Of France with its declining
population it is difficult to speak clefinitely. It is
to be hoped that besides the retention of the
Alsace and the acquisition of the Saar, it will
annex German territory with the Rhine as
eastern frontier. The way in which the curtail-
ing of Germany on the east side must take
place will depend chiefly upon the wishes of
Russia and Poland, we do not need to enter
into that here; what Russia and Poland have
suffered in this war at the hands of Germany
leads us to suppose that drastic measures will
not be wanting. Schleswig-Holstein should
naturally again become a part of Denmark.

12

Whatever the status of the South German
countries, including Austria, may become, it
must in any case be regulatecl so that it con-
tributes to the primary necessity, that of forming
a Germany, powerless to carry on war. It is
on[y our purpose here to point out the part that
will devolve upon Holland in the settlement.
Anyone can see that this most terrible of all
wars might have been avoided. The mistakes
that have been made, from Versailles to the
g}lastly expec[ih'on to Munich, are all to be
traced in the last resort to an insufficient know-
ledge on the part of the leading statesmen —
from Wilson to Chamberlain — of the German
character. It may be assumed that this igno-
rance is now removed. On these grouncls it is
to be expectec[ that neither party po[itics. nor
industrial and economical interests in our own
country or any other will have a decisive voice
in the determination of Germany's future fate,
as far as this can be decided l‘)y human means.
No one can tell what possibilities may arise in
the future with respect to yet another world
war, which would mean the final extinction
of our civilisation.

But what we know for certain, is that in the
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near future, Germany, if it remains intact and
only bound ]:)y paper treaties, will march into
war, even better prepared than in 1939 or 1940.
It is the bitterly necessary duty of all of us to
guarcl against this with every means in our
power, and without a permanently disarmed
and restricted Germany nothing will avail.
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EPILOGUE

The clay of capitu]ation.

The above article was written almost half a
year ago. What since than has come to light,
and what the world has experiencecl from the
Germans strengthens my argumentand confirms
me in my opinion. | propose an extension of
territory from Holland so that the Weser should
become our eastern frontier, the Lippe the
southern bounc!ary. the Rhine from the Weser
up to Gelderland the south-western border of
the territory to be annexed. Our country would
thereby become almost twice as large as it is
now, and I am of opinion that we could ab-
sorbe this increase without inc[igestion. The
arguments in favour of this plan, I will not now
enter into.



